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Icaaglveyoaao accompt of any thing to the Southward of 
37 # degrees $ thofe few Ships, tnathave adventured to 3^ 
reporting the Winds and Seas fo raging, that none dare goe 
further. 

Some confederations touching the variety <?/Slate, together mth 
a computation of the Charges ingenerdl , for Covering Hon- 
fes therewith 5 hy Mr* Sam. C >leprefs. 

WHereas among the Materials for Building , that for Co- 
vering is not the leaft to be confidered , among the 
kijnds thertot our Conay-f late is not to bedefpifed,andthatas 
well for its Statelimfs , as Permanency % to which may be added 
its Cheapnefs. The fir (I whereof needs no better Evidence, 
than the Efteem,the (laced Houfes in or about London ( though 
there are many of them ) generally meet with from all , that but 
take notice of them. For the Second , we have fome forts, 
which by the conje&ures of the moft experienced HeUiers ( or 
Coverors with Slat ) have continued on houfes feverall hundreds 
of years, and are yet as firm, as when firft put up. And for 
the third , the computation of Charges , annexed below, may 
give fome hints, as eafily to guefs at the whole Charge thereby, 
as compared with Tiling, Leading, Boarding^ (comparatis 
comparandis, ) 

I fliaJl therefore the lefs fcruple to offer fome occasional Tri- 
als C though common ones , for ought I know , ) whereby the 
firm and lafting goodnefs of any Slate may eafily be experi- 
mented and without expence, 

i # Take the thin cleft ftone , flat or fhindle , and fo knock 
it againft any hard matter , as to make it yield a found. If 
the found be good and clear, that fort offtoneisaotcrazy^ but 
firm and good. Or 

2. If in hewing it does not break before the edge of the $z6t$ 
( the hewing inftruraent of the Siattcrs ) you may not much 
doubt of the fi mnefs of the Slat, But 

3. If after it hath been exa&ly weighed (and the accompt 
thereof laid by) it be put, and for 2, 4. or 8. hours left to re- 
mains all under water in a veffel % ani afterwards taken up 
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and wiped very clean with cloaths , if then it weigh more than 
before, 'tis of that kind, which imbibes water , and therefore 
not (o fit to endure any confiderable time without rotting the 
laths and timber, 

4, Thefe Stones may be pretty well guefled at , whether 
they be of a clofeor loofe textare, by their Cetmr: For the 
werhUckifk Blew is apteft to take in water j but the lighter blew 
is alwayes the firmeft and clofeft. To which may be added 
theTwch', for, a good ftone feels fornewhat hard and rough » 
whereas an open ftone feels very fnlooth , and as twere, oily. 

5. Place your Stone longways perpendicular in the midft of 
a Veflel of water ( no matter, how ftallow the water be , fo it 
exceed halfe a foot depth 5 )and be fure,the upper un-immetfed 
pirt of the Stone be not accidentaly wetted by the hand, 01 
otherwife 5 and fo let it remaineaday, or halfe a day, or lefs. 
If it be a good firme ftone , it will not draw ( as they fpeak ) wa- 
ter above half an inch above the level of the water, and that 
perhaps but at the edges only, the parts of which might be 
fomewhat loofen'd in the hewing. But a bad ftone will draw 
water up to the very top,be the ftone as long as it will, all over. 

Asforthe Charges of Covering Houfes with Slate, they 
may be thus computed. ' 7 

ft. *-cf» 

iqoo. ot Effordfmall blew at the (hips fide in PH. f ^ 

mouth harbor : ^ \* * 

Ioo#, of Efferd large blew ■»——* - ■-* - * g ._ ^ 

iooo # ofCVmpclm:! > — - mmm 7 — o. 

iooo offmaff blew of other Quarries — » 4 * - o. 

icoo' of large blew — -~— . -* g^,» q 

joqo, of fmall blew , accompted 2 # Tuns In? 
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carriage by water- 
jooo. of large blew, I# Tun . 

300©. of fmall will cover i. /*fe of work at 
the fifth pin plains. 






Every Pooleof work is either rf.foot broad and 14 
foot up, on both fides,or 1 £8 foot in length 
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Hewing of all forts of plain pelmell per looo i — ^ 

Pinning per ioco Sd: Pins pxooo.* 8d — - — i— -4* 
Three bufhels ( Winchefier meafure ) of good Lime will take 

€. bufhels of frefh water fand , and ferves to lay on one Poole of 

work} though much lefs may ferve the turn, 
300 of lathes to every Poole of work, 
1000 ofLathnailes to every 300 of Lathes, 

flash i.pooleofwork \ 

A lf , jlayon 2000 or more of flate(. . - 

An able workman may 4 e ' w , J0 Q plaine ^by the day. 

(pin 4000 J 

Chequer-work confifts in Angles 7 Circles and femi-circles 
&h which requires no common skill , and time in hewing and 

laying. 

It i$ worthy obferntion , that if a fide-wall happen to take 
wett by the beating of the weather, or the like 5 when no- 
thing elfe will cure it , our kerfeing with Slate ( which is much 
yfed in the curious fronts of houfes 3 efpecialty in Townes ) will 
quickly remedy it. 

Some observations 
Concerning the odd Turn of feme Shell- fnailes 5 and the darting 
of Spiders «, made by an Ingenious Cantabrigian and byway 
0/ Letter communicated to Mr. I. Wray , who transmit- 
ted them to the Publisher for the R, S. 

Sir 3 T Can deny you nothing, and you may doe what yoa 

\ pleafe with the Notes I fend you. You would know 

of me ( you fay ) what I have obferved concerning the Odd turn 

of fome Shell- fnailes with us in England 1 and the Darting ofSfi* 

ders 9 

I will tell you then of the frft % that I,have found two forts 
of them , eafily to be diftinguifht one from the other 7 and 
from ail befkfcs, becaufe the turn of the wreaths is from the 
right hand to the left > contrary to what may be ftenin com- 
mon Smiles. They arc wry ImalU and might therefo:e well 
efcape thus long the more Curious Natura'ifts 5 neither o!: them 
much exceeding 3 at leftinthicknefs, 4 large 0;t- come: 
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